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Judiciary Judicial Proceedings

Child Support - Suspension of Driver's Licenses

This bill requires, before the Child Support Administration (CSA) may notify the Motor
Vehicle Administration (MVVA) of an obligor’s noncompliance with the most recent order
of the court in making child support payments for purposes of license suspension (in cases
other than those under which CSA has accepted an assignment of support), that other
collection and enforcement methods have been unsuccessful. In addition, the bill expands
the grounds for an obligor’s right to request an investigation to include that (1) the minor
child is residing primarily with the obligor; (2) CSA reached an agreement with the obligor,
or the court issued an order for a scheduled payment of the arrearages, and the obligor is
complying with the agreement or order; or (3) suspension of the license would place an
undue hardship on the minor child or child support payment recipient. Finally, the bill also
specifies additional electronic notice requirements to advise obligors of proposed actions
and results of investigations, if feasible.

Fiscal Summary

State Effect: State expenditures for the Department of Human Services (DHS) increase
by $348,400 in fiscal 2027 only for one-time programming changes to the Child Support
Management System (supported by 34% general funds/66% federal funds). Federal fund
matching revenues increase accordingly. It is anticipated that the Judiciary, MVA, and the
Office of Administrative Hearings (OAH) can implement the bill with existing budgeted

resources.
(in dollars) FY 2027 FY 2028 FY 2029 FY 2030 FY 2031
FF Revenue $229,900 $0 $0 $0 $0
GF/FF Exp. $348,400 $0 $0 $0 $0
Net Effect ($118,400) $0 $0 $0 $0

Note:() = decrease; GF = general funds; FF = federal funds; SF = special funds; - = indeterminate increase; (-) = indeterminate decrease



Local Effect: The bill does not materially affect local government operations or finances.

Small Business Effect: None.

Analysis
Current Law:
Calculation of Child Support Obligation

In a proceeding to establish or modify child support, whether pendente lite or permanent,
the court is required to use the child support guidelines. The basic child support obligation
Is established in accordance with a schedule provided in statute. The current schedule uses
the combined monthly adjusted actual income of both parents and the number of children
for whom support is required to determine the basic child support obligation. After
establishing a child support order, the court must send a copy of the guideline calculation
and the order to CSA.

Driver’s License Suspensions

Applicable Period of Noncompliance: Statute establishes procedures by which MVA is
generally required to suspend an individual’s driver’s license after receiving notice from
CSA that the individual is at least 120 days out of compliance with the most recent court
order in making child support payments.

Exemptions: An obligor whose individual income for the current year is at or below
250% of the federal poverty guidelines is exempt from provisions requiring MVA to
suspend the obligor’s license or privilege to drive in the State if the obligor is out of
compliance with a child support order and specified conditions are met. However, this
exemption does not apply if the obligor has been judicially determined to be “voluntarily
impoverished” under State law. Statute authorizes CSA to consider certain information to
determine the income of an obligor (e.g., the income of the obligor at the time the most
recent child support order was entered).

Procedural Requirements Prior to Suspensions: Before providing any information to
MVA, CSA must send written notice of the proposed suspension action to an obligor,
including notice of the obligor’s right to request an investigation on any of the following
grounds: (1) the information regarding the reported arrearages is inaccurate; (2) suspension
of the obligor’s license or privilege to drive would be an impediment to the obligor’s
current or potential employment; or (3) suspension of the obligor’s license or privilege to
drive would place an undue hardship on the obligor because of the obligor’s inability to
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comply with the court order or a documented disability resulting in a verified inability to
work. After an investigation, CSA must notify the obligor of the results of the investigation
and the obligor’s right to appeal to OAH. If, after an investigation (or appeal), CSA finds
that one of the circumstances specified above exists, CSA may not send any information
about the obligor to MVA.

CSA is also prohibited from sending any information about an obligor to MVA if (1) CSA
reaches an agreement with the obligor regarding a scheduled payment of child support
arrearages (or a court issues an order for a scheduled payment) and (2) the obligor is
complying with the agreement (or court order).

Notification Requirements: Prior to a suspension, MVA must send written notice of the
proposed action to the obligor, including notice of the obligor’s right to contest the
accuracy of the information. However, the challenge must be limited to the issue of
mistaken identity. Similarly, an obligor may appeal a decision of MVA to suspend the
license/privilege to drive; the issue at such a hearing must be limited to that of mistaken
identity.

Additional Information

Recent Prior Introductions: Similar legislation has been introduced within the last
three years. See HB 110 and SB 106 of 2025 and HB 311 and SB 174 of 2024.

Designated Cross File: SB 347 (Senator Muse) - Judicial Proceedings.

Information Source(s): Judiciary (Administrative Office of the Courts); Department of
Human Services; Maryland Department of Transportation; Office of Administrative
Hearings; Department of Legislative Services

Fiscal Note History: First Reader - February 9, 2026

jo/jkb Third Reader - March 30, 2026
Revised - Amendment(s) - March 30, 2026
Revised - Clarification - March 30, 2026

Analysis by: Amanda L. Douglas Direct Inquiries to:
(410) 946-5510
(301) 970-5510
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