HOUSE BILL 297

F5, K3 (61r0108)
ENROLLED BILL

— Ways and Means/Education, Energy, and the Environment —

Introduced by Chair, Ways and Means Committee (By Request — Departmental -
Labor)

Read and Examined by Proofreaders:

Proofreader.

Proofreader.
Sealed with the Great Seal and presented to the Governor, for his approval this

day of at o’clock, M.

Speaker.

CHAPTER
AN ACT concerning

Adult Education — High School Diploma Pathways — 6

and MDiplomaWorks Pathway

establishing the MDiplomaWorks pathway as an alternative method of earning a
high school diploma in the State; and generally relating to adult education and high
school diploma pathways.

EXPLANATION: CAPITALS INDICATE MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING LAW.
[Brackets] indicate matter deleted from existing law.
Underlining indicates amendments to bill.
Steike-eut indicates matter stricken from the bill by amendment or deleted from the law by

amendment.
ments.

Italics indicate opposite chamber/conference committee amend
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BY adding to
Article — Labor and Employment
Section H—80831-—and 11-810
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2025 Replacement Volume)

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,
That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:




(op}

HOUSE BILL 297




© 0 3O

10

11
12

13
14

15
16
17

18
19

20
21

22
23

24
25

26

27

28
29

4 HOUSE BILL 297

Article — Labor and Employment

11-810.

(A) IN THIS SECTION, “MDIPLOMAWORKS PATHWAY” MEANS AN
ALTERNATIVE PATHWAY TO EARN A HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA IN THE STATE.
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HOUSE BILL 297 5

(B) THE MDIPLOMAWORKS PATHWAY IS A METHOD TO RECOGNIZE AND
CERTIFY HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA ACHIEVEMENT THROUGH DEMONSTRATED
ACADEMIC AND CAREER COMPETENCIES, INCLUDING WORKFORCE EXPERIENCE.

(C) AN INDIVIDUAL MAY OBTAIN A HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA THROUGH THE
MDIPLOMAWORKS PATHWAY IF THE INDIVIDUAL:

(1) HAS NOT OBTAINED A HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA;
(2) RESIDES IN THE STATE;

(3) IS NOT SUBJECT TO THE COMPULSORY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE
REQUIREMENT UNDER § 7-301 OF THE EDUCATION ARTICLE; AND

(4) HAS WITHDRAWN FROM A REGULAR FULL-TIME PUBLIC OR
PRIVATE SCHOOL PROGRAM.

(D) TO EARN A HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA THROUGH THE MDIPLOMAWORKS
PATHWAY, AN INDIVIDUAL SHALL DEMONSTRATE EQUIVALENCY TO A MARYLAND
HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA BY COMPLETION OF A COMBINATION OF THE FOLLOWING
COMPONENTS AS APPROVED BY THE DEPARTMENT:

(1) EARNING INDUSTRY-RECOGNIZED CREDENTIALS;

(2) DEMONSTRATING FOUNDATIONAL ACADEMIC SKILLS THROUGH
FORMAL ASSESSMENTS;

(3) COMPLETING CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION
COURSEWORK; AND

(4) COMPLETING AN ON-THE-JOB LEARNING EXPERIENCE.

(E) A HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA SHALL BE AWARDED TO AN INDIVIDUAL WHO
COMPLETES THE MDIPLOMAWORKS PATHWAY IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE
REGULATIONS ADOPTED BY THE SECRETARY AND THE STATE BOARD OF
EDUCATION.

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That, in calendar years 2027 and
2028, the Maryland Department of Labor shall publish on its website, and include in any
publications that describe how adults may obtain a high school diploma, information on the
MDiplomaWorks pathway established under § 11-810 of the Labor and Employment
Article, as enacted by Section 1 of this Act, in order to inform potentially eligible applicants
about the new pathway to obtain a high school diploma.
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1 SECTION 3. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
2 October 1, 2026. SeetionteofthisAectshallremasn—ecfcetiveforaperodofdyearsand——=at
4

Approved:

Governor.

Speaker of the House of Delegates.

President of the Senate.





